this week, The Secret Admirer is: 


eee eee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee eee eee ee ee ee eee ee ee ee eee eee eee eee 


Libra- It's time to shake the \ 


 Aquarius- You have an op- 
portunity to better yourself 
this week, but it will come at 
the expense of deserved rest. 
Neither choice is incorrect, 
just make it mindfully. 


Pisces- One on one intimacy 
will cure a lingering malady 
in your spirit this week. Hole 
up and clean a room with 
a friend. Share old photos. 
Clean the sheets. Sleep over. 


Aries- You're one tooth away 
from cutting a Great Key and 
clicking the tumblers of a 
Cosmic Lock. So close! Take 
a step back and look. Use ev- 
ery tool in your drawer. 


Taurus- You may _ have 
drifted out ofa productive 
routine for one reason or an- 
other. Focus your energy and 
backtrack through the ee 

You trail is still warm. 


Gemini- Your ambivalent 
sign dips in the direction of 
flames this week, lured by 
the pied piping of a romantic 
sun. Light crackles beneath 
your fingernails and teeth. 


Cancer- A chill in the air ex- 
cites a latent_and powerful 
desire to nest, to gather, to 
create home. Fill your pock- 
ets with pretty things. Buy a 
hardy new blanket. 


Leo- Seemingly serious situ- 
ations and difficult obstacles 
can be solved with your mer- 
curial, playful side. Swish 
your tail, narrow your eyes, 
and lunge with a grin. 


Virgo- A slightly disappoint- 
ing void may have followed 
in the wake of your birthday. 
Don't let it linger. It's a new 
year. It's. campfire season. 
There's magic everywhere. 


snow globe. Languishing in 
boredom is no way to spend 
your autumn...Close your 
eyes, spin around, and walk 
in anew direction. 


Scorpio- A big mode shift is 
coming at you all slow and 
steady. Get everything in or- 
der before it's too late, and 
embrace the changes as they 
settle around you. 


Sagittarius- Tiny social out- 
ings with close friends will 
satisfy you in an. uncharacter- 
istically deep way. this week. 
Small talk conversations can 
potentially lead to gold. 


Capricorn- It's a very good 
time to be your best you. Go 
to bed early, eat well, drink 
water. A big opportunity is 
floating through. the week 
and you might miss it. 
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@ Prarie dogs can survive without 
drinking water, hydrating instead 
through moisture in the vegetation 
they eat. @ Herbivores have sig- 
nificantly longer and more efficient 
digestive tracts than carnivores. 
@ Japanese officials paid a visit to 
their oldest citizen, aged 111 years, 
to present him with an honorary 
award, only to discover that he had 
died over 30 years earlier. His family 
kept his mummified body hidden, 
and faked that he was alive in order 
to collect on his pension. @ Bank 
robber "Pretty Boy" Floyd, oper- 
ated during the Great Depression, 
and made a point to destroy all of 
the mortgage documents at every 
bank he robbed, absolving untold 
thousands of dollars worth of debt 
to strangers. @ In order to main- 
tain premium value, Louis Vuitton 
burns their unsold handbags every 
year. @ Given no alternative, the 
enzymes that digest food in your 
stomach begin to eat your body 
from the inside after 3 days. @ The 
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master tapes of the Apollo 11 moon 
landing were inadvertently erased 
and reused. @ Britney Spears’ used 
pregnancy test was auctioned off 
on eBay for over $5,000. @ A vial of 
Ronald Reagan's blood, collected 
while he was in the hospital after 
the assassination attempt, sold 
at auction for $10,000. @ Saddam 
Hussein commissioned a volume of 
the Quran to be hand written in his 
blood. Muslim leaders are unsure of 
what to do with it now, since it is a 
sin to write the Quran in blood, but 
also a sin to destroy a Quran. @ The 
largest Quran in the world weighs 
1,763 pounds. @ The largest tele- 
scope ever created will be switched 
on later this month in hopes of lo- 
cating signs of extraterrestrial life. 
@ The president of the World Chess 
Federation believes that the game 
was invented by aliens and given to 
humans as a gift. @ The first issue of 
The Secret Admirer was made as a 
gift for someone who is now dead. 


howling at you 
whenever 


The Ballad of NoFace 
A Centipede and Otter piece 


It's time to tell the tale of NoFace Any- 
Forms, a majestic, long-haired Maine coon 
cat, solid black of fur and feature, save his 
bright yellow eyes and a silver tuft below 
his chin. He has sat on the lap of at least 
one person during the writing of almost 
every issue. 


In Athens, Georgia, there was a parking 
lot in the center of downtown that was 
home to a family of feral black cats. They 
lived in a large, thick hedge that ran along 
one side of the lot, and they came out 
at night, running in formation, feasting 
on the discarded fast food patties of the 
college students. They were a fixture for 
many years. Generations came and went. 
In 2009, a developer bought the lot. Today 
it is a parking garage. 


In April of that year, the Secret Admirer 
was still walking on shaky baby deer legs, 
just reaching issues 8 through 12. (Note, 
including both the Athens and Philadel- 
phia Admirers, this is roughly issue 215.) 
There was an effort to round up the cats 
and find them homes before the bulldoz- 
ers descended, and the Admirer chron- 
icled the events week by week, helping 
find homes. The majority were taken to a 
farm, but the eldest, the wiliest, the final 
two, avoided capture and had a final litter 
before they two were driven away. 


David Otter was delivering issue 12 
when a homeless woman ran to him 
across a crowded sidewalk holding two 
cats. Hey! You look like you could use a 
cat! She said. And he could. He chose the 
wilder of the two, a small ball of fur and 
teeth. And cradled the kitten in his sweat- 
shirt for the final few delivery stops before 
bringing him home. And putting iodine 
on his shredded chest. 


They were fast friends, and they lived 
on the edge of a deep and verdant for- 
est. NoFace became attached to Otter, 
and would follow him around outside, 
and ride in the basket of his bike at slow 
speeds. They were nigh inseparable. 


Otter once climbed a 64 foot ladder 
borrowed from a painter to rescue the 
willful kitten from a mighty oak tree. 


The cat grew to enormous proportions, 
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and won battles with raccoons and opos- 
sums. He ate in the forest, and only took 
dry food when he was tired or it was rain- 
ing. Once he jumped through an open 
window of a gal’s bedroom where Otter 
was sleeping, nearly a mile from his house, 
and deposited an almost dead squirrel 
onto her bed. There was a screaming and 
a commotion. His approval and love is 
pure and sometimes unpleasant. 


Otter’s arm is raked with scars from the 
time he needed to remove a bird’s ribcage 
from NoFace’s throat with chopsticks. 
Blood squirted from the furrows on his 
wrist, but he got it out, and purring, me- 
owing like gravel dropping into a puddle, 
they forgave each other. 


When things in Athens slowly fell 
apart, Otter and NoFace moved into a van, 
and continued their routine as best they 
could. He stayed with protesters at the 
Occupy rallies. He watched the city move 
by. When Otter moved to Philadelphia, he 
and NoFace continued to live in the van, 
but soon after moving here, NoFace dis- 
appeared. It was no strange feat for him 
to wander for a few days, but the time 
stretched on. Otter walked the streets of 
Strawberry Mansion tapping the lid of a 
wet can to no avail. 


It was at this time that Otter’s bike was 
stolen for the first time. Utterly destroyed 
by the city, a cloud fell around him. On the 
day his bike was miraculously returned 
to him for the first time, he wandered 
the neighborhood by his van, excitedly 
talking on his phone, telling his friends 
about the miraculous recovery, when who 
should come barreling out of an open 
door but the prodigal cat. He ran to Otter 
as a group of people ran from the house to 
get the cat. Otter explained that it was his 
cat but they did not believe him, so, wioth 
his best friends returned, he mounted the 
bike and they flew away amidst a hail of 
curses, and have since never returned to 
Strawberry Mansion. NoFace said to Otter 
with a meaningful look, My name is the 
sound of your voice. 


Now 6 and a half years old, NoFace sits 
curled in Otters lap as he writes the Ad- 
mirer. They have a small wooden house 
and they are warm and they are safe and 
they are comfortable. They often save 
each others’ lives and know all of each 
other's secrets. <3 


NoFace 
AnyForms 
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of the Month 


Local Crafts 
& Aniful Gifts 


UNIQUE WARES By 
CREATIVE MAKERS 


WZ. 
viIx 
Emporium 


WEST PHILADELPHIA 


5009 BALTIMORE AVENUE 
215.471.7700 vVIXEMPORIUM.COM 


We make bags. 


Right here. 
In Philly. 


reloadbags.com 


And sometimes 
we put cats on them. 


Love 
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Yards offers its employees the best sustainable commute options in Philly! 
www.cleanair.org/clean-air-commute-awards #BrewUntoOthers 


PHILLY FRINGE FESTIVAL 
SEPTEMBER 15 - 24 

2040 CHRISTIAN STREET 

$10-15 TICKETS @ FRINGEARTS.COM 

PRESENTED BY THE PHENOMENAL ANIMALS 


Stolen from Broad and Morris late Sat/early Sun. 
Big tall black Surly Long Haul Trucker. Phil wood 
hubs. Shimano XT derailleurs. Cantilever brakes. 
Brooks saddle. Ritchey bars and seat post. Was 
exceptionally well locked. 

reward * no questions asked * 704 223-0337 


git the Adlimirer 
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PERIOD PALS 


is back! 


So send in your menstrual-themed haiku to 
Wendy Otter at cornfair mail.com 


Open to all folks. Printed anonymously in the 
Admirer every fourth or fifth week. Send in as 
many as you like. 


‘cause menstruation ain't lak 


MCI 


RARECO 


Home Goods Art Furniture Fashion 


SCENE a ease 
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OTT eT NTE TETAS 


410 Fitzwater St 
Queen Village 


(267) 281-4228 
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Small- batch distiller of Whiskey, Gin, Rum, Liqueur, Brandy 


2440 Frankford Ave. Philadelphia - 257-825-4590 
RowhouseSpirits.us 


Open for retail sales Thurs-Sat: Noon-6:00pm 


Boston House Party 
person- | legit have a clown car. | have 
a Mini Cooper. 


Uber 
driver- Who that Chinese guy that 
runs North Korea? 


Logan Square 

person 1- | gota full gym in my base- 
ment! 

person 2- So when you say you're go- 
ing back to the gym, you really mean 
you're going back to the basement? 


Rittenhouse Square 

guy 1- What's wrong with that squir- 
rel? 

guy 2- | don't know, but that squirrel 
just made us all look like pussies. 


Rittenhouse Square 

gal 1- What happened, is he all right? 

gal 2- | don't know. He whited out. 

gal 1- Somebody get him to a Poke- 
mon Center! 


13 & Chestnut 

guy on phone- They keep talking 
about Hillary's teeth. | know she just 
had her period. 


Journal Madness 
with David Otter 


April 10, 2008 


Tour biking! This is my first entry since 
departing on the seventh. I'm in the mys- 
terious town of Asheville, North Carolina. 
There was an old question answered on 
this journey, an echo finally returned from 
a nearly forgotten shout, long cold in my 
dry throat. The writing returns. The spirit 
becomes manifest. My heart remembers 
itself. 


It's day four of tour and my Achilles ten- 
dons are ruined--flayed like the bands of 
rotted gray underwear stuffed under the 
cushions of a punk house couch. So I'm 
not moving today. It's not the pain that 
stops me, for kidney stones have inured 
me to anything short of pissing out dimes, 
but | fear that my body is telling me to 
stop. It's not a demand, it's a gentle, polite 
plea. | think I'll listen. I'm gonna hafta co- 
operate with my body if | want to make it 
to the Pacific. 


American Sardine Bar 
guy- Man, FUCK MMA. That's strictly 


for weirdos, man. It's an excuse for 
grown men who wanna act like they 
straight to roll around in they shorts 
all sweaty, grabbing handfuls of each 
other's dicks and ass and shit. 


Southbound 47 Bus 
person- Eww, she just kiss her baby 
on the mouth, thas triflin. 


El Bar 
guy- So | woke up in a house with like, 
three Neo-Nazis and was like... SHIT! 


49 & Baltimore 

person- You go up to Manyunk and 
there's just English bulldogs. That's the 
only kind of dog they have there. Eng- 
lish bulldogs. 


Outside of Cantina 

old guy- Los cabalitos. Wanna know 
what that means in English? "No park- 
ing spaces." 


2” Put our #in your phone! | 
: > send in the good bits: * 
. ocece text 603 203 4766 |... 


Yesterday was torment and ecstacy, a 
bipolar day of soul-crushing climbs and 
bilious, magical falls through tunnels and 
over ridges. | rode along an access route 
through the Carolina mountains. It start- 
ed with a 17 mile 7% incline, slow puff- 
ing, drinking water, stopping for vistas. 
In climbing such hills, | vanish completely 
into everyone I've ever known. | borrow a 
leg from my first grade teacher, a knuckle 
from my father, vertebrates from that gal 
who leaned over the counter to tip me five 
dollars at the coffee shop. A chorus of love 
and support suffuses my joints, my drag- 
onfly bicycle, and | rise effortlessly up the 
mountains, watching them all carry me. 


This is naturally followed by a 17 mile 
7% decline, and in that downhill, in that 
madness, skirting the Earth at 50 mph, ev- 
erything | need to live indefinitely tied to 
my bike, everyone departs and applauds, 
watching from the peak as | plummet and 
become more raw and unapologetically 
myself than ever else. | AM DAVID FUCKING 
OTTER, echoes through the mountains. 
This is the closest | can come to under- 
standing. To belonging. It's the only time 
I'm alive. | hope this is how | die. A crum- 
pled pile of blood and spokes, the skin 
peeled from my bones and smeared like 
cave paint down the side of a mountain, 
my teeth a spray of stars on the asphalt, a 
disembodied and smiling constellation. | 
could fall in love like this. I'm still alive. 


@ 6 
Travia Tikne 


1- On how many islands is New York City built? 

2- What part of the US does the:sun hit first in the morning? 
3- In which baris Peter Griffin a regular? 
4- What was the original name of the game Pac-Man? 

5- Which constitutional amendment guarantees a trial by jury? 


Temo ‘ drooling for your attention 


across 
1. Binds with piercing thread 
5. Hot legs 
9. The residual gift of fire 
14. Talk obsessively about something 
15. Seed covering 
16. Impulse to deliberately hurt someone 
17. Assert to be the truth 
18. Andy’s nickname for Jim Halpert 
19. Arguably the best brand of seltzer 
20. A thing that foils truth 
22. All hoping’ mad 
23. Ridge of sediment left by a 
retreating stream 
24. The button next to “select” 
26. Hang out with ands and buts 
29. Means of conveyance 
33. The opiate of the masses 
38. Regard with warmth 
39. Receptive to another point of view 
40. Lacking the funds to pay 
42. The cloak of a cowardly troll 
43. Abstain 
45. Degree of tidy efficiency 
47. Loveseat 
48. To put on trial 
49. Columbus’ goal 
52. Out of vogue 
57. Penultimate course of a formal dinner 
60. Gaining control over 
63. Fill with unbridled joy 
64. #51's got aliens 
65. Back seat 
66. Provide what is required 
67. A resonant disk of metal 
68. Shrek 
69. A long lock of hair 
70. Extremes 
71. Reminder of a spanking 


Send us cat photos. If we have room, 
we will print them. The Internet has for 
too long had a monopoly on this vital 
form of media. 

PhiladelphiaAdmirer@gmail.com 


1. Casual disrespect 

2. Overhang of a roof 

3. Car accident 

4.A fit of indulgence 

5. It's GATT. | can’t think of anything 
6. Wild African sheep 

7. Minotaur-keeping king of Crete 
8. Angle 

9. Had a lofty goal 

10. Aman who sportsballs 

11. Anagram of "Hail" 

12. What a“coup” aims to hit 

13. Withered and desiccated 

21. Snobby jerk 

25. Nickelodeon anime 

27. Put your entire hand in something 
28. Between fah and la 

30. Opposite divided by hypotenuse 
31. God of love 

32. Light-manipulating disk 

33. Chill with cones in the retina 
34. Fencing sword 
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cummask.tumblr.com 
insta: cum.mask 
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35. In order that not S N 
36. Commences | en U 
37. The prefix that negates 1}O|N ag tM L 
41. Soak and soften TIME'S Nslolmle A 
44. Transmitters $|T A|BIA T 
46. A subset E|RBBFIUIN E 
50. A lingering visual echo C|E/A|S = D 
51. The dude who goes first when everyone UJE|s s 
is called alphabetically REMBPILIA/C 
53. Denotes a location I EIY|R/A 
54. Prolonged, eroding attack THBCIR/1 |B 
55. Angry wolf noise YERBTIEIA\S 


56. Type of heron 

57. Splinter group 

58. Winged 

59. Pregnancy scare 
61. Dispatch 

62. Marks with graffiti 


Every empty highway 
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isa highway back to you. 
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ANSWERS ON BACK 


